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EXCEPT for the mere satisfaction of possessorsliip, one would not 
imagine that there was any special gratification to be derived out of the 
collection of wines. To simply gather rare brands for the sake of having 
them must be a rather tantalian sort of pleasure; yet if the collector drinks 
bis rare brands up he spoils his collection. Nevertheless, there are men 
who go in for this peculiar indulgence. I know several in this city whp are 
so proud of their sacred bottles of port and sherry of the great vintages as 
they might be of galleries of pictures or cabinets of priceless porcelains. To 
draw the cork from one of their treasured flagons is like tearing a heart- 
string to them, and only on occasions of the greatest solemnity do they in- 
dulge themselves in the luxury of feasting their palate as well as their eyes. 
Every now and then, when some bon-vivant dies and his cellar comes under 
the hammer, the wine collectors turn out to contest for the prizes; and when 
one of them himself passes away, the rest; gather like wolves to the feast, to 
snap up the rarities he collected. To the curious student of human nature 
one of these wine auctions is well worth the time and trouble of a visit, for 
as a special experience it will be found unique. Some of the sales of this . 
kind at the Fifth Avenue Auction Rooms, for instance, are as good as a play 
in the characters they call forth, and the odd contests they give occasion for. 

* * * 

According to the Stm of this city, the largest and most complete collection 
of rare old Madeira wines in this, or probably any, country is owned by 
Major Slaymaker, of Lancaster, Pa. The oldest Madeira he has is of the 
vintage of 1793. There are in the cellars of two or three old Savannah 
families a few bottles of Madeira which are of the famous All Saints vintage 
of 1791, of which two pipes were imported to that city in 1793. What is 
left of this wine is now in the cellars of the Gordons and De Rennes, it hav- 
ing cotpe into the possession of those families some sixty years ago by pur- 
chase. Besides the wine of 1793, the vintages of 1800, 1808, 1812, i8l8, 
1827, and 1840 are largely represented in Major Slaymaker's stock. The 
1793 wine was bottled in 1798 by Philip and Adam Reigart, who imported 
it in that year, having exported corn in exchange for it. The Original bill 
of lading for this importation is in the possession of Major Slaymaker. One 
bottle of any one of these old vintages is .worth almost as much now as a 
pipe of it was when the wine was imported. The Reigarts and Major Slay- 
maker's grandfather and great-grandfather imported all these wines. Their 
great value becomes apparent when it is knowii that the oldest Madeira in 
the possession of any dealer on the very island where the wine is made does 
not date back further than 1815. Some of the vintage of Madeira in the 
Slaymaker collectiob — notably the 1818, 1827, and 1840— are especially rare 
and valuable. The rarest of all is the '27 vintage, the Madeira of that year 
being the finest in the history of the island. It is doubtful if there is a 
bottle of it in any other cellar in this country. Besides his rare vintage of 
Madeira, Major slaymaker has a cask of brandy that his father imported in 
1808. It is not known how old it was then. The owner of this old brandy 
once refused an offer of $45 a gallon for it, made by the late Simon Cameron. 
He has also in his cellar a quantity of that favorite tipple of a past genera- 
tion, cherry bounce, which was bottled in 1828. 

* * * 

_ ' At the partition sale of the American Art Association, the Japanese smok- 
ing outfits were among the objects which comm^anded, proportionately, the 
most noteworthy prices; yet I imagine that comparatively few Americans are 
really aware of the importance that attaches to these objects in the Japanese 
domestic economy. Mr. Herman Ottenberg, of the firm of Ottenberg 
Brothers, of this city, who is now making a tour of the world, has some in- 
teresting notes upon the subject in a letter to the June 24th issue of the 
weekly journal, Tobacco, which are well worth quoting. 

^ lie # 

In journeying through Japan, says Mr. Ottenberg, it strikes a foreigner 
that the only people who do not smoke are those who cannot obtain tobacco 
in some form, and a pipe; the women smoke as well as men, and the rudest 
coolie and the coarsest farm laborer, equally with the lady of rank; the 
pretty geisBa, and the Minister of State, all patronize the tiny pipe of this 
nation, which does pot hold enough to make Queen Mab sneeze. Everyone 
appears to have a pipe, with a toggle or square tobacco bag, either stuck in 
the sheath or slung upon the girdle with a metal clasp called a nitsttke, 
which girdle serves the purpose of carrying their smoking paraphernalia, and 
also keeping Mieir kemons, which is about the only outer garment they 
wear, from falling off. They will squat on the floor alongside their fire- 
box, with a few small pieces of burning charcoal in it, over which they ap- 
pear to be continually warming their Hands, and then they pull out the pipe- 
case and pouch, and make a small pill of tobacco about as large as a bean, 
thrust it in the glowing charcoal, and inhale deep into the lungs just one 
whiff of the blue smoke, which they expel by mouth and nostrils ; then they 
shake out the little burning plug, and load up again for a second ippuku, 
valuing only the first draught of the lighted luxury, and always wondering 
how other nations can smoke a great pipeful to the bitter end, or suck fcr a 
half an hour at a large cigar. Their favorite proverb runs: "Kiseru no 
shita ni (fo^« ari»»aj," which -means: "At the bottom of the pipe lives 
poison." They clean the pipe out, and put it back into the case. The 
women carry the pouches as well as the men, and the pretty little Musmee 
you meet in the railroad carriages will pull out of her long hanging sleeve a 
pipe-case and tobacco toggk the moment she has kicked off her sandals and 
tucked her feet under her on the seat. The shop-woman while she is serving 
you will be tapping her metal kiseru, or common bamboo and brass-bowled 



pipe, against the hibachi or charcoal box to kaock the ashes out, and the 
coolie woman when she rests after her tiffin, from the hard labor which 
would be done in our country by men, loads her pipe, whiffs it through in a 
twinkling, and returns it to its sheath, th% universal poor man's friend. 
The tap, tap, tap of the kiseru against the hibachi, and the shuffle of the 
wooden clogs on the sidewalks, are as omnipresent in Japan as is the tinkle of 
the horse-car bell in America. The better class attach great importance to 
the decoration of their smoking materials and there is a considerable fashion 
in these matters existing. Ladies carry them in exquisitely-embroidered silk 
cases, fastened by an ivory, bronze, silver or. jeweled clasp, while the men 
wear stuck in their girdles a pipe sheath of carved ivory, bone, or bamboo, 
all of considerable value, while the pipe itself may be a small, commonplace 
article of reed and brass, with a tiny bowl not more than three-quarters of 
an inch in diameter, or it may be a similar model, which is an exqusite ob- 
ject in bronze, silver, or gold, worked up. with lovely ornamentation in lacquer 
or enamel. 

* * * 

Of the Japanese native tobacco, Mr. Ottenberg, who, by the way, writes 
with expert authority, says: " The average Jap uses the tobacco manufac- 
tured in Japan, which is a beautiful leaf of a bright golden color, but as a 
rule, vile in smell. They cut it by hand, and it as fine as spun silk, and as 
soft to the touch; it is put up in packages of assorted sizes, the smallest 
weigljing about an ounce, and this is sold at from one sen to five sens each — 
a sen being about three-quarters of the American cent." Anyone who may 
have invested in a Japanese pipe and pouch of tobacco at the Art Associa- 
tion sale, and have tried a whiff of his acquisition, may understand a thing 
or two he was not aware of before from the above. 

* ■* * 

That bogus Indian curios and relics should be created the moment a de- 
mand for -real ones arose is but natural. Collectors of such objects will do 
well to buy with both their eyes open these days, for the supply has in- 
creased suspiciously of late years, and it is asserted the demand can always 
be met by the wily red man and his unscrupulous white associates, who in 
some cases are the post-traders at the agencies. On the Northern Pacific, 
near Bismarck, for instance, there is an Indian store that does a land-ofiice 
business with gullible tourists. During the last winter "the arrow that 
slew Custer" was twice sold to English travelers, although it is well known 
that Custer's body was untouched by arrows. Navajo blankets from Massa- 
chusetts and Indian pipes from Connecticut are common articles of sale. 
The tom-toms eagerly bought up as relics are often nothing less than Gov- 
ernment cheese-boxes covered with sheepskin. Pipes which the Indians 
exhibit and sell in their tepees for seven and eight dollars may be bought at 
the post-trader's for two. The Apache no longer has any use for a spear 
and there are few genuine ones to be found, but he still makes them out of 
long poles and boiler-iron to sell to the tenderfoot. So also he now uses 
the Winchester in place of a bow and arrow, but he spends many a 
Sunday making bows for collections which he disposes of for an extortionate 
sum as heirlooms that were formerly used in" the chase by his father, Plenty- 
Bear, or some other distinguished warrior. 

* * * 

There is still a little of the romance of accident left about the auction room. 
At a recent sale in Philadelphia of the autograph collection made by Dr. J. H. 
Caustin, of Washington, D. C, a small bundle containing nine letters was 
bought by Edward B. Sterling, of Trenton, N. J., for nine cents. The 
next to the last letter in the bundle was in the original envelope, and it had 
- been written Oct. 20, 1845, by Prof. Benjamin Silliman, of Yale College, 
and mailed the next day, Oct. 21, from New Haven. It had in the upper 
righthand corner the long-sought-for postage stamp, signed by E. A. 
Mitchell, Postmaster. This stamp is the rarest in all the Americana. Offers 
of $r,ooo, $r,20O and $1,500 were promptly made. In 1871 a cut stamp 
of the New Haven Post Office was discovered by William Brown. This cut 
stamp hitherto has been the only one known to be in existence, and its 
quoted value in the catalogues is I500. The stamp on the envelope sent by 
Benjamin Silliman is on the original envelope, and there can be no question 
of its' authenticity. Forty-seven years ago, when E. A. Mitchell was Post- 
master at New Haven, he issued stamps, and they were used quite exten- 
sively by the people of New Haven. But these are the only two specimens 
of the originals known to be in existence. Years after,. when philately had 
made some progress, Mr. Mitchell had some stamps struck off from the old 
plates, and he signed them in the regular way. These, of course, were not 
originals. They were what are now technically .known as reprints, but 
these reissues or reprints are worth from $50 to $75 each. 

■» ■* * 

At the recent sale of the Fisher collectioii ofc engiavings in London an 
" Adam and Eve," by Albrecht Durer, was bought for $2,000 by the Royal 
Berlin Museum. An earlier proof of this print was bought in 1820 for the 
Albertina Gallery in Vienna. It was sold for $300 at the Durand sale in 
Paris. There is a very fine example in the British Museum. 

* ♦ * 

The American Art Journal advertises a valuable musical relic for sale, in 
the grand pianoforte upon which the celebrated virtuoso Thalberg per- 
formed, and which he carried with him during his historic American tour in 
1855. It contains the autograph of Thalberg on the plate, and is in ex- 
cellent musical condition. Address the Art Journal. 
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Much interest is felt in Germany in the coming publication by the Geo- 
graphical Society of a volume in honor of the four hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of America by Columbus. . The publication is to be one of the 
most elaborate works ever issued by the society. Dr. Konrad Kretschmer 
is the editor of the work. In order to gather material, the doctor was sent 
to Italy last year by the Minister of Public Worship. He visited all the 
principal libraries of King Humbert's dominions, and had access to many 
manuscripts whose contents have never been in print. The coming pub- 
lication is to consist of one large volume with forty-five maps, all relating in 
some way to the discovery of this country. It is said that thirty-one of the 
maps have never been published. Emperor William has contributed 15,000 
marks from his private purse towards the payment of the expenses connected 
with the work. The volume will leave the Government printing office in the 
early part of August. The editor is a man of literary ability and attain- 
ments; and the work will be doubtless one of the most valuable contributions 
to the early history of America. 

4< * * 

Messrs. Frederick Keppel & Co. Iiave issued the ninth of their catalogues 
of etchings and engravings. It may be obtained for ten cents in postage 
stamps. 

^ Mr. Bernard Quaritch has commenced the publication in parts, at u. bd. 
each, of " Contributions towards a Dictionary of English Book Collectors, 
as also of some Foreign Collectors." Part I, dealing with the libraries of 
Thomas Cranmer and Bilibald Pirkheimer, is now ready. 

* ♦ * 

The well-known English zoSlogist, Rowland Ward, has sent to the Lon- 
don press some hints to travelers in Africa with regard to the preparation of 
zoSlogical specimens. He says travelers are giving incorrect descriptions of 
some species of families differing but little from other species, and that in 
this way the work of classifying and describing new species is rendered par- 
ticularly difficult. It is remarkable, he adds, how restricted and local is the 
habitat of some of the large animals of Africa. The range of some of these 
creatures , is far less than was formerly supposed. He says that mkny in- 
teresting scientific facts escape recognition by traveling collectors. He thinks 
it a happy omen that the connection of explorers with game is no longer 
merely one of butchery and the accumulation of bones or skins. Travelers 
are now mostly collectors of scientific-quality rather than slayers for pleasure; 
but still the time at their disposal for observation is usually short and the 
conditions under which they observe are often defective. Many fresh varie- 
ties of animals of which scientific men have not yet heard are being sent to 
England imperfectly prepared, are used for ornamentation and ordinary 
purposes, and thus ate lost to science for long periods. He has found speci- 
mens whose features were so distorted by ignorant setting up as to deceive 
naturalists. . Specimens heedlessly sent home of really new varieties have 
been ignorantly set up, labeled wrongly, and are now figuring in well-re- 
puted collections under utterly delusive names. He asks travelers to do all 
they can to prevent this evil, which is detrimental to scientific progress. 
He has recently discovered three new varieties of well-defined species of 
African animals which were sent to England as speciniens of varieties al- ' 
ready known. He thinks there is no doubt that many other new species 
and_ varieties have been lost to science, or knowledge of them delayed by 
similar carelessness on the part of collectors or the ignorant treatment of the 
specimens when they have been sent home. 

* * * 

Putnam's Monthly Historical Magazine is an interesting publication for 
persons interested in the genealogy, history, archjeology, etc. of New Eng- 
land. It is published by Eben Putnam, of Salem, Mass., and costs $2 per 
annum, or 25 cents a number. 



. A work of no small value to bibliographers is " Die Elasssischen Druck- 
erzeichen bis Anfang des 18. Jahrhunderts," issued at Strasburg by Heitz 
& Mundel, with an introduction and explanatory notes by Prof. K. A. 
Barock. The vignettes or printers' signs have been collected by Paul 
Heitz, and are to be chronologically arranged according to cities or places 
of publication and reproduced in fac simile. The edition will be limited to 
300 numbered copies. 

* * * 

L3st season there was sold at Christie's, in London, a so-called complete set 
of Apostle spoons of pre-Elizabethan date, half being 1524 (Henry VIII), 
and half 1553 (Mary). They were described as " a set of twelve Apostle 
spoons, with silver-gilt stems, six surmounted by gilt figures of the Apostles 
Andrew, Bartholomew, Matthew, Matthias, Philip and Simon Zelotes; the 
handle of each is engraved with the name of the saint represented and is 
plainly ball-marked, with date, 1524; and six with figures of the Apostles 
Johii, Paul, Peter, Thomas, James, and James the less, and date, 1553." 
These spoons were presented by King Charles II to Martha (wife of Sir 
Robert Clayton, Bart., Lord Mayor of London), whose monogram, M. C, 
is engraved on the bowls. The set without the " Master Spoon" brought 
£aoo. 

« * * 

Mr. William S. Wells, of the firm of William S. Wells" & Co., of New 
Haven, Conn., has some very interesting war relics, collected by himself 
during the Civil War. Mr. Wells was a naval officer on the frigate New 
Ironsides, and served from November, 1862, until 1870. Among his 
curiosities is a fragment of the frigate's iron deck plating which was torn out 
by a ten-inch shot in the second ironclad attack on Sumter. This shot fur- 
nished a good illustration of the old saying that " All is fair in war," etc. 
In the first ironclad attack on the fort, the Keokuk was sunk. Afterwards 
the Confederates obtained possession of her ten-inch guns, and turned them 
effectively against the Union fleet. One of these guns was particularly 
offensive Xo the frigate New Ironsides, and ripped her iron plating consider- 
ably. The fragment of the deck plating referred to is two inches thick, four 
or five long, and about three wide. The impression of the shot was made 
in such a way that its size and kind could be calculated. Another bit of rusty 
iron, smaller than the one described, is a fragment from a gun on the deck 
of the frigate Congress. It was clipped off by Mr. Wells eight months after 
the Congress bad been wrecked by the Merriviac. • A relic vfhich Mr. Wells 
prizes most highly is the twisted piece of wire which was used by the Con- 
federates to explode the mine under Fort Fisher, where so many of the 
Union men were destroyed. In the collection are documents with signa- 
tures which would delight the autograph collector. Mr. Wells has pre- 
served all his official papers on which are the signatures of President Andrew 
Johnson, Rear Admiral S. P. Lee, Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy; 
Hiram Paulding, Commander of the Brooklyn Navy Yard ; Commodore 
Stephen C. Raum, Commander Reynolds, Capt. John Winslow of the 
Kearsarge, Gen. Alfred H. Terry, Admiral David D. Porter, George M. 
Robeson, Secretary of the Navy; Stephen B. Luce, and others. 

* * * 

The Telegram of Albany, N. Y., enumerates some coin collectors of Troy. 
The list it gives includes Mr. George M. Payfer, of the banking house of 
Nehr & Carpenter, who is considered an expert and has dealings with 
numismatists in all parts of the country; Mr. Harvey I. King, whose collection 
is valued at several thousand dollars; Mr. Richard F. Hall, who is the owner 
of a handsome and valuable collection; Mr. Derrick L. Boardman, whose col- 
lection is notable on account of the perfect condition in which most of the 
coins are; Mr. John B. Gale, who owns a valued set of United States coins; 
and Messrs. Joseph B. Wilkinson, Jr., R. H. Thompson, Elias P. Mann, 
and Gardner Rand. 
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Meissonier left a manuscript romance. 

* * * 

The bouse at Youghal, Ireland, formerly occupied by Sir Walter Raleigh, 

was offered for sale at auction on June 7. The highest bid was ;f 1,250, 
and the owners bought in the property. In Raleigh's time the house was 
known as the Warden's house of the College of Youghal, but it has since 
been designated Myrtle Grove. Sir Walter took a great fancy to the place, 
owing to its resemblance to the old manor house at East Budleigh,- Devon- 
shire, where he was born. The Warden's house was Raleigh's residence 
before he set sail for Virginia. It was under intertwisted yew trees in the 
garden that he first smoked tobacco on his return. In the same garden he 
planted tobacco; a little further on, near thfe old town wall of Youghal, the 
potato was planted for the first time in Europe. Tobacco-growing m'ght 
have become an important industry in the south of Ireland had it been en- 
couraged, the climate being favorable to its cultivation, a project which, 
long after Raleigh's time, was favorably regarded by the Irish Parliament, 
but which was vetoed on the ground that the tobacco planters in the Ameri- 
can colonies should be protected and the English customs revenues main- 
tained. As regards Raleigh's experimental introduction of the potato, it is 
rather ludicrous to recall the fact that the Hibernian imagination failed to 
appreciate the dietetic value of the tuber, and that there was at first a preju- 
dice against its use.- It was thought that the apples which grew on the 
stalks of the potatoes planted by Raleigh were the sole produce of the plant. 
These apples were gathered and rejected, and it was not until some time 
after, when the ground was dug for another crop, that the potatoes were 
discovered and their value appreciated. 

* * * 

According to The Journal, of Kennebec, Maine, the Gibson House of 
Getchell's Comer, Vassalboro, possesses ,the most curious collection to be 
found in any hotel in the State. Suspended from the ceiling at each end oi 
the office is a whale's rib six feet long, and on the floor are two big sections 
of a whale's backbone. Behind the Franklin stove on one side of the room 
is a long section of a shark's backbone, with a shark's jaws to watch it. In 
one corner, suspended several feet from the floor, are a thrasher's tail and a 
swordfish's sword. In a drawer is kept a loaded bomb-iance used for 
shooting whales, and a harpoon found encysted in the body of a whale. On 
the wall over the door leading into the dining-room appears the dried body 
of a young alligator. Mr. Gibson carries an odd cane, the body being made 
out of a piece of a whale's jaw, it being worked perfectly round, and the bead 
out of a whale's tooth. Besides these relics from the sea, Mr. Gibson' displays 
numerous curiosities in bis office, among them being an Indian's pipe of • 
peace and the bead-dress of. an Indian chief in all its finery of eagle's 
feathers. A skin of an armadillo has a place on the wall, and the hide of an 
African water deer, a South Sea Island bow, specimen of sugar-cane .from 
Jerusalem, a pair of Chinese clogs and African sandals, a virgin's lamp 
from the Holy- Land, two widow's mites from the same source and a sample 
of Palestine desert sand, are other curios. Out in the stable on one of the 
walls is tacked the bide of a giant ant-eater. 



There are interesting items in the catalogue for June, 1892, of E. W. 
Johnson, the bookseller, of 649 Sixth avenue, this city. 

« * * 

The Dunlap Society has now existed five years, and among the fifteen 
publications which it has issued, three a year, are reprints of four plays, 
Tyler's "Contrast," Burk's "Bunker Hill," and Dunlap's "Father" and 
"Andre;" Among them there are also single volumes devoted to T. A. 
Cooper, Charlotte Cushman, John Gilbert, and W. E. Burton, besides the 
most useful series of theatrical biographies contained in the three parts of 
Mr. William Winter's " Brief Chronicles." But none of the publications of 
the society is more fnteresting or in it» way more useful than the two volumes 
of poetical addresses- delivered in various American theatres since the first 
one was opened not a century and a half ago. The volume of ' ' Opening 
Addresses " was edited by Mr. Laurence Hutton alone, but in the prepara- 
tion of the volume of " Occasional Addresses " he has had the assistance of 
Mr. William Carey. The verses here gathered - together in chronological 
sequence beg^n with a poem written by Myles Cooper in 1773, and end with 
one written by Mr. G. P- Lathrop in 1890. Among the other poets are 
Sprague, Woodworth, G. P. Morris, A. B. Street, R. G. Conrad, Henry 
Timrod, John Brougham, Dr. Holmes, Mr. R. H. Stoddard, Mr. Willia'm 
■ Winter, Mr. George H. Jessop, and Mr. T. W. Parsons. Like all the pub- 
lications of the Dunlap Society "Occasional Addresses" has been printed 
at the De Vinne presis, with the elegant simplicity for which that press is 
well known. 

* * * 

The Saddlers' Company of London have been exhibiting in their hall an 
extremely interesting collection of all kinds of saddles and bridles in use 
from the earliest times to the present day. From the Tower of London 
came a knight's tilting-saddle of wood, covered- with leather, with an ar- 
rangement not unlike stocks, into which the knight's legs were thrust, so 
that he might not topple over when his horse wheeled about suddenly, or a 
spear-point struck with full force against his armor-plated ribs. Of Cavalier 
and Cromwellian saddles there were several examples. Sir Henry Halford 
contributed the velvet saddles used by Prince Rupert and Charles I at the 
battle of Naseby, and Col. Somerville the accoutrements of a warhorse 
which once belonged to Oliver Cromwell. The trappings in which Sir Ed- 
ward Seymour rode when he met the Prince of Orange on the shores of Tor- 
bay, and the Duke of Monmouth's gorgeous saddles were near by. Close 
beside them was the favorite saddle of the famous jockey Fred Archer. The 
Queen sent a marvelous collection of oriental saddles and trappings, includ- 
ing those of Tippoo Sahib. The Empress Eugenie lent among other relics 
of the Napoleonic dynasty a velvet saddle and trappings, said to have been 
used by Napoleon I in his last campaign. Near them lay the square-cantled 
saddle of old Blucher, "Marshal Vorwarts," There were also many rare 
specimens from private collections, including those of Lord Rosebery, the 
Duke of Portland, the Duke of Somerset, and others of equal celebrity, while 
the War Office lent specimens of military saddlery from Continental powers. 
Modern cavalry saddles, with the latest equipments, were well represented. 
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The attention of collectors is also invited to Mr. 
Kohler's collection of Old Delft, Curios, Antiquities 
and objects of vertu of the most varied character, suita- 
ble for large and small collections. Exceptionally mod- 
erate prices. 

Established 1864. 

"The Collector." 



PICTURES, BOOKS, BRIC-A-BRAC. 

ANTIQUES, COINS, STAMPS, 

ETC., ETC. 

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY. 
S2.00 F»KR AlsTNUM. 



ALFRED TRUMBLE, 

454 West 24th Street, New York City. 



C. KLACKNER, 

Print Piltilisher, 

5 East 17tln St., Kew York. 

COPYRIGHT PUBLICATIONS. 

^AI^E OUD BI^IKIBS. 

Choice Paintings in Oil and Water Color. 

Mr. Klackner's collection of water colors of the most 
attractive character for framing, portfolios or gifts, is 
constantly refreshed with the latest works of the best 
modern aquarellists, and will well repay inspection. 

Catalogues on Applicatioti. 



Fiftli Avenue Auction 
Rooms, 

238 KiKXH Ave. 



WM. B. NORMAN, Auctioneer, 

Will conduct sales of Antiques, Porce- 
lains, Books, Paintings and En- 
Tgravings, Artistic Furniture 
and Art objects generally. 
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In the recent sale of the library of the Palazzo Borghese, at Rome, was 
comprised a copy of the very rare " Biblia Pauperum." The Prefect of the 
National Library at Rome bid for it up to 14,000 francs, and it was finally 
bought for 18,000 francs by M. Olski, a German, who carries on a book 
trade at Venice. It is now stated that this copy of the " Biblia Pauperum " 
has been sequestrated at the Italian frontier by order of the Minister of 
Public Instruction, Signor Martini, as it was being despatched to the person 
or library for whom M. Olski had purchased it. Conjecture is rife as to the 
cause of this proceeding; but it remains to be seen whether the sequestration 
was ordered under the Pacca edict of 1821 — never repealed — which forbids 
the exportation from Italy of certain wwks of art, antiquity, and other his- 
torical treasures. 

* « * 

It is asserted there are in the Naval Institute Hall at the Annapolis Md., 
Academy more British flags captured in war than at any one place in the 
world. The collection was first moved to the Naval School by order of 
President Polk on February 9, 1849. They are well preserved, being closed 
up in cases made for the purpose. Among the many might be mentioned 
the following : Ensign of the ^«»(&«, captured June 28, 1814, by Capt. 
Johnson Blakey of the JVasp ; ensigns of the Cyane and Levant, captured 
February 20, 18 15, by Capt. Charles Stewart, of the Constitution ; ensign 
of \^ejava, captured December 29, 1812, by Capt. William Bainbridge, of 
the Constellation, now at Annapolis ; ensign of the Boxer, captured during 
the war of 1812 by Capt. William Burrows, of the brig Enterprise, now at 
the Academy, besides a large number of other English flags and several 
others taken from the Chinese, Coreans, Mexicans, French and Confed- 
erates. 

* * * 

Mr. Morris Steinert, who is in Vienna superintending the display of his 
collection of keyed instruments at the Musical and Dramatic Exhibition, 
sends a budget of information, comment and criticism touching his ob- 
servations of musical affairs in London. ' ' To the student of the musical 
instruments of the past, particularly those of the bowed family, such as the 
Viola da Gamba, Viola D' Amour, baritone violas, as well as the lute,'' writes 
Mr. Steinert, "a visit to Mr. Arnold Dolmetsch's home in West Dulwich is 
of the greatest interest. Here one can find all the instruments of the six- 
teenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in playable condition. Mr. 
Dolmetsch teaches the art of playing upon them, and in connection with bis 
labors of this nature he gives recitals at which the music of the olden time is 



performed upon the instruments for which it was written. Beside viols, 
lutes, etc., Mr. Dolmetsch has a fine collection of keyed instruments, such 
as spinets and harpsichords. He is a most talented musician, and is not 
only able to teach and perform, but also to repair the specimens in his col- 
lection. He_ reads the old lute and organ notation called " tabulatur " 
readily, and is skilful in his arrangement of accompaniments in the manner 
of the old school, which left that matter to the taste and fancy of the accom- 
panist. His daughter, aged thirteen, is a proficient performer upon the 
Viola da Gamba, an instrument resembling the violoncello." 

« » « 
Apropos of instruments and their collection, Mr.. Lewis Lombard re- 
marked at the recent State Convention of the New York Music Teachers, 
apropos of " the pecuniary value of violins " : " So many amateurs have 
been deluded by fabulous stories of Stradivari violins being bought acci- 
dentally for $12 at pawnbrokers' shops, that it may not be inopportune to 
repeat that it is difficult to buy a violin wisely, even at its market value. The 
buyer should mistrust his own judgment no less than that of the dealer, 
granting that the latter is an honest merchant. Nearly every man who owns 
a violin thinks he owns a particularly fine old one ; in inost cases, of course, 
it is also a Cremona. Let a skeptic dare express doubts, and the crushing 
proof will be pointed out at once in the form of a rusty, half-torn, and ap- 
parently old label, reading: 

' Stradivarius — Fecit Cremona, A. D: 1730.' 
" A dealer writes that 'the great bulk of. violins, violas, 'cellos and doable 
basses which are used in this country are from Saxony, and that most of the 
instruments that are not obtained from that source come from France. Only 
a few are from Italy. Another merchant says that the cheapest violins int- 
ported vary from a selling price of about 40 cents to a few dollars each, and 
that there exists a large demand for such goods.' The purchaser of one of 
these frequently values it at $25, and would conscientiously ask you $40, 
should you wish to buy it. Give that cheap violin a few years of rough 
handling and it may become an old Italian instrument. A good violin is a 
rara avis either in America or Europe, but the most uncommon of all birds 
is the experienced buyer. Imitations of old models can deceive the prac- 
ticed eye, and a good violinist, with his subtle ear, may mistake a weak tone 
for a sweet one. The acoustic properties of the place in which a violin is 
tried, its mounting and stringing, the bad tone of other instruments with 
which it may be compared, and the manner it is,played upon, are some of the 
many conditions which may lead the purchaser to make a bad investment." 



E. F. BONAYENTDRE, 

45 V. 3l8t 81., Cor. BroadMK, 

BABE ENGLISH 
and 
FOBEIGN BOOKS. 

Incuoables, Illuminated Manuscripts and FINE BIND 
INGS, First Editions, Books Illustrated by 
Cniikshank, Leech. Rowland- 
son, etc., etc. 

RARE AlVIERICANA. 

"Works on Arehitectupe and the Fine 
Arts. 

ETCHINGS and ENeEATINGS. 

Sets of Book Illustrations, Portraits and Auto- 
graph Letters. 

FOU-R 

Private Libraries 

OF NEW YORK. 

By HENRI PENE DU BOIS. 

One Volume, xaino, with Illustrations, $2.50. ' 

DUPRAT & CO., - Publishers, 

349 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 

ROBERT FTJLLEBTON, 

Oil Paintings, Diaraonis, 

BRIC-A-BRAC. 

No. ^IQ Third -A-venue, 

NEAR 18th ST. NEW YORK. 



TO ALL COLLECTORS. 
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Murray Sireel,4 

flewYorRGlty-i 



P.O.Box 

HllGENJ* 



■There are few collectors interested in any special sub- 
ject who have not regretted at some period oi their 
lives that they have not collected the current liter.-.'.- re 
of the newspapers and magazines on such topics. Cpe- 
cial facilities for doing this are provided by this com- 
pany. It reads 2500 papers every day for .thousands of 
subscribers, on hundreds of thousands of topics. Each 
paper is cut into scores of fragments, and each particu- 
lar fragment is mailed to the subsciiber specificallv or- 
dering it. In this way a subscriber is sure to get all ar- 
ticles on any topic from thousands of journals he can 
never hope to see or to find time to read. 

It is recommended by such subscribers as the follow- 
ing, who use the service regularly aod allow us to refer 
to them. 

Cornelias Vanderbilt, Wni. C. Whitney, TVIiltelaw 
Beid, Manton Marble, William T. Walters, Prof. W. 
B. Ware, Art Students' League, Brayton Ires. 

The Charge is only Sc. par Clipping. Try it. 

NATIONAL FBESS INTELLiaSNCE CO., 

IVM. F. G. SHANKS, Pres. Isf Gen. Manager. 



j^ D. FROSSARDl 

787 & 789 Broadway, New York. 

Greek, Roman, Mediaeval and Modern Coins 
and Medals in Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

Collections of Antiquities, Coins etc., cata- 
ogued for auction sales. 



j. w. ,bouton, 
Rare and Standard Books, 

In all Departments of Literature, Ancient 
and Modera 

llluiDiQated Missals, Earlj Printed Boolis, Binigs,Ek 

8 West 28th Street, 

{Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway), 

KKW YORK. 

Z<ll9xei,xle8 P-axolxased fox Casla, 

849 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

An exceptional coUecEion of the rarest and 
finest books. Books extra illustrated with 
original drawings a specialty. Orders for 
foreign publications promptly filled. A full 
line of Tauchnitz library publications. 

Spscial catalogue can be had on application 

FINE BINDINaS FROM THIS HOUSE 
A-RE GUARANTEED. 



CURIOUS 
BOOKS. 



A large collection of Eng- 
lish, French and' German 
Curious Books. Catalogue 
free on application. 

F. V. CBOXBBUGOHE, 
Publishei, Amsterdam (Hol- 
land). Established 1848. 



